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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
5/08/2008 has been entered. 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 5/08/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by a 
magazine "Global Wireless, v 1, n5, p13+, Summer 1998, "Prepaid influence continues 
to grow (Prepaid cellular service is growing success; 40% of new cellular users join 
prepaid plans; total world subscribers using prepaid options is estimated at about 26 
mil)". 
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In the article entitled "Prepaid influence continues to grow (Prepaid cellular service is 
growing success; 40% of new cellular users join prepaid plans; total world subscribers using 
prepaid options is estimated at about 26 mil)", it is stated that the use of cellular phones is fastly 
growing. Many customers are now subscribing to phone companies providing different types of 
plan. There includes a system and method for 

Maintaining subscriber information on at least one home subscriber of a telecommunication 
network; maintaining at least two different tariff models for home subscribers, each model 
containing a tariff scheme defining how to charge a call different calls^indicating maintaining in 
the subscriber-specific subscriber information an indication of a tariff model is-to be used with 
this home subscriber to charge different calls, the tariff model being one of said at least two 
different tariff models and the indication indicating, the tariff model directly or indirectly; 
detecting that a subscriber is making a call; determining, in response to the detecting, a tariff 
model to be used on the basis of the indication in subscriber's subscriber-specific subscriber 
information; obtaining a tariff scheme to be used on the basis of the determined tariff model; and 
calculating a charge for the call according to the obtained tariff scheme. 

In the article, it is further described defining one tariff model to be a default model which 
is used when no other tariff model is indicated. 

The telecommunications network is configured to offer a prepaid service to its 
subscribers and said at least one subscriber is a prepaid subscriber. 
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The method further comprising using at least two different types of vouchers for making 
deposits into subscribers prepaid accounts; attaching one tariff model at least to each of said two 
different types of vouchers; maintaining in the subscriber-specific subscriber information an 
indication of the type of voucher -currently using used last for depositing subscriber's prepaid 
account; and determining the tariff model to be used on the basis of the voucher type indicated in 
the subscriber's subscriber-specific subscriber information. 

Applicant is directed to pages 3-4 of the article. 

In the article, it is further stated the method further comprising: 
defining in the subscriber-specific subscriber information the voucher types allowed 
to this subscriber; checking from the subscriber-specific.subscriber information during 
depositing if the voucher is allowed to this subscriber; and if the voucher is an allowed one, 
continuing depositing; if the voucher is not an allowed one, terminating depositing. 

The method further comprising: 
defining at least two different prepaid profiles, each profile defining at least the 
allowed voucher types; associating a subscriber's subscriber-specific_subscriber information with 
one prepaid profile; checking during depositing if the voucher is allowed to this subscriber from 
the profile definitions indicated in the subscriber-specific subscriber information; and if the 
voucher is an allowed one, continuing depositing; if the voucher is not an allowed one, 
terminating depositing. 

The method further comprising: 
defining at least two different subscriber profiles, 

attaching at least to each of said two different profiles one tariff model so that a profile is 
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attached to a first tariff model and a second profile is attached to a second tariff model; 
maintaining indicating in the subscriber-specific subscriber information an indication of a 
subscriber ~ profile to be used; determining the tariff model to be used on the basis of the 
subscriber's subscriber profile indicated in the subscriber's subscriber-specific subscriber 
information. 

Applicant is directed to pages 3-4 of the article. 

As per claims 8 and 25, claims 8 and 25 contain features recited in claims 1-7 and claims 
8 and 25 are rejected under a similar rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 9-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
"Global Wireless, v 1, n5, p13+, Summer 1998, "Prepaid influence continues to grow 
(Prepaid cellular service is growing success; 40% of new cellular users join prepaid 
plans; total world subscribers using prepaid options is estimated at about 26 mil)". 

Claims 9-24 are directed to a telecommunications system, a network element 
device, a memory, a database, a data structure embodied in computer media 
executable by a processor, and a processor for performing the functions of claims 1 -8 
and 25. As per these computer structures or structural devices, the Examiner asserts 
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that these are well known and commercially available devices that are routinely used by 
telecommunications systems and/or companies, as such using these devices to perform 
the claimed functions would have been obvious to do by the one of ordinary skill in the 
art with the motivation of obtaining a useful and concrete device as envisaged by the 
teachings provided in the instant article. 



Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantzy Poinvil whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6797. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:00AM to 
5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Abdi can be reached on (571) 272-6702. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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